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 2022 Renewal and Refocus 
"For I am about to do something new. See, I have already begun! Do you not see it? I will 
make a pathway through the wilderness. I will create rivers in the dry wasteland." 
- Isaiah 45:19 

As I reflect on 2022, I see God at work in so many ways in Neighborhood Church.  The two 
primary ways I see are in "renewal" and "refocus".  

I have watched renewal in both individuals and the church. For me, I was able to have a two 
month Sabbatical which was a time of renewal and refocus for me. The church saw many 
individuals renewed through "Soul Care" and the series, "Living Free". We are expecting this 
to continue in this year. Corporate prayer began again and we saw many people prayed for 
and lives transformed. Neighborhood Kids began to add more classes, Neighborhood 
Youth saw more volunteers and youth connecting, Neighborhood Groups continued 
meeting in person and online. A mission trip was taken by a group to our partners in France. 
The Worship and Production team continued to create an environment online and in person 
for people to encounter Jesus. The Welcome team saw a new leader rise up. Leaders 
invested time together for personal renewal, and there is much more we saw God renew. 
Clearly 2022 was a time of renewal. 

2022 was also a time of refocus, which we are still in the midst of. The Derwood Farmers 
Market, which is a powerful and primary way we are showing and sharing Jesus to our 
community, had its 5th season. We added monthly kids activities along with the worship 
team playing, but we also struggled to recruit volunteers.  We entered into the PEAK 
assessment with the Mid-Atlantic and Metro District of the C&MA. It has been four years and 
a pandemic since the last assessment. We are still in the midst of the coaching process but it 
is helping us to refocus for Critical Gospel Impact (CGI). We saw Jen Ashby, after 16.5 years, 
transition to a new role with the Metro District at the end of the year.  This has created a time 
of seeking God on how we should focus or refocus our efforts. 

I am confident in God’s direction as he has brought renewal and refocus to Neighborhood 
Church. I am trusting him to protect, provide, and guide us as we seek him.  As you read this 
report, my hope is you see God’s renewal and refocus and how God is inviting you to be a 
continued part of it. I believe the best is yet to come!

Mark Trinkl 
Lead Pastor
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GOALS
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Every year Neighborhood Church sets goals for what we believe God is wanting to accomplish through 
the church. For 2022, we set the following goals: 

- See 9 people say “yes” to Jesus for the first time & see 9 people baptized 
- Highlight & share 20 different stories of people sharing Jesus with unbelievers 
- Rebuild ministry teams (children, youth, prayer & welcome) through healthier synergy among the 

teams 
- Pray weekly for the lost during Sunday Gatherings represented through light boxes, empty chairs, 

county map, etc. 

By the end of the year, seven people said their first “yes” to Jesus, 12 stories of sharing Jesus were 
highlighted during the Sunday Gatherings with even more stories shared outside of the livestreamed 
service, and the lost were prayed for every week for 52 weeks! 

God is on the move in our church and in our neighborhoods! There are many reasons to celebrate all 
that God has done in and through Neighborhood Church during 2022!



 

MINISTRIES
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In February, upon Eric & Joella Liddle’s move to New York to be closer 
to family, Doris Wang took on the task of communicating submitted 
prayer requests & praises to the church. We are grateful for the 
Liddle’s & Doris’ leadership in this ministry!  

In the fall, an intercessory prayer group was launched to meet weekly 
in Mark’s office every Tuesday night from 7:00pm-8:30pm. This group 
is dedicated to praying specifically for our church, the neighborhood 
& the nations. The door is always open for other to join.

PRAYER 
We will pray in relationship with God and to see our world transformed.  

(Matthew 6:9-13)

WORSHIP & PRODUCTION 
We are a diverse community of followers of Jesus Christ, empowered by His Spirit  

with one heart and one mind to invite and lead in declaring His worth.

The Neighborhood Church Worship & Production team continued 
to lift high the name of Jesus through our in-person and online 
services. Mel Neely led our dedicated team of vocalists and 
instrumentalists and coordinated with guest worship leader, 
Adaora Nwokoye. During the Thursday & Sunday practices, the 
team took time to pray together and share their Jesus stories with 
one another. Throughout the Derwood Farmers Market season, 
the worship team had opportunities to provide the live music for 
the shoppers. “It was a blessing to bring our sanctuary sounds of 

praise outside to our community!”   

The Production team continued to thrive under the leadership of Jeff Geraci. In the spring, for his Eagle 
Scout project, Landon Neely lead a group of dedicated individuals to completely renovated the sound 
room. The room looks great & provides a much more 
organized space for the Production team!  

Because of God's faithfulness, our Worship & Production 
team is living on mission as a multi-ethnic, multigenerational 
team being transformed by Jesus, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit and inviting the Neighborhood Church family to be 
launched on mission with them!
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MISSIONS 
We are launched on His mission from our neighborhoods to the nations.  

(Acts 1:8)

LOCAL MISSIONS 
To kick off the year, we held a baby bottle campaign in for Shady Grove Pregnancy Center. We also 
continued our monthly bagged breakfasts & quarterly hot meals for Montgomery County Coalition for 

the Homeless.  Thank you to Cathy Boss, Sarah Luse, & Luz 
Ragland who coordinate these meals! 

On April 23, the fifth season of the Derwood Farmers Market 
launched. This is a major way that Neighborhood Church gets to 
show Jesus with our actions and share Jesus with our words with 
our community. We had some new aspects to this year's market to 
further engage the community, including: our worship team 
providing live music several weeks, our kids ministry team 
providing kids activities several weeks, engaging volunteers from 
the community to join us in serving, and monthly collection drives 
for different local organizations (Shady Grove Pregnancy Center, 
Manna Food Center, Montgomery County Coalition for the 
Homeless, Candlewood Elementary School). 

Thank you to Jen Ashby and all who volunteered their time to 
make this season happen!
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GLOBAL MISSIONS 
In February, Neighborhood Church commissioned 
a team of seven (Jen Ashby, Luz Ragland, Tim Beal, 
Trudy Schwarz, Ted and Sue Mueller, and Joseph 
Villacis) on a mission trip to Toulouse, France to 
work with our global partners, Tony and Raeni 
Roos. Thank you to all who gave and prayed! Upon 
the team’s arrival back home, they gave a report of 
their trip during our Spring Global Encounters. It 
was great to hear their stories of how God showed 
up and it gave great opportunity to pray for God’s 
continued work in France. 

We also held a Fall Global Encounters in October. 
Many thanks to Katie and Tim Winter, who hosted 
Quinn McGarvey, our Christian & Missionary 
Alliance international worker to Japan. The 
weekend was packed with dinner with Quinn and 
the missions team, Donuts with Quinn on Saturday 
morning, and Trunk or Treat for our community.  
We also heard from Quinn in both worship services about limited gospel access in Japan, and how she 
and we are part of changing that. Quinn met with two Neighborhood Groups, and we sent her off 
encouraged and a bit tired! The following Saturday, we gathered for a Feast of Nations and watched a 
video update from Tony Escalante, our C&MA missions partner in El Salvador, and received a live update 
from Bruce Persons, our C&MA partner planting a church serving the Deaf World in this region. 

We are so grateful to God for your generous giving to both local and global missions as we saw $47,219 
give to the Neighborhood Church Missions fund above and beyond other giving. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS 
(Birth-5th Grade) 

A safe place for children to meet Jesus, know Jesus & learn to share Jesus.

In January, Neighborhood Kids grew to three classrooms: Tiny Kids 
(birth to PreK), Little Kids (K-2nd), and Big Kids (3rd-5th). Volunteers 
really stepped up to cover the increase in classes and a thank you 
goes out to Kari Wong for the Tiny Kids toy overhaul! 

April proved to be a busy, eventful but great month! Palm Sunday 
involved a victorious parade of palm waving kids and families as we 
remembered Jesus’s entrance into Jerusalem. The Spring Carnival 
made its post pandemic comeback and was a resounding success 
with 30+ volunteers and 650+ neighbors on campus! Thanks to all 
the volunteers who made it possible! Easter was also a joyful time of celebration with our kids 
participating in a Praise Parade during the 10:30am service. 

Over the summer, Neighborhood Kids was represented at the Farmers Market once a month with a fun 
craft project for the kids.  It was great to meet so many kids and parents from the community! 
  
During the fall Global Encounters, our kids ministry team had a great time at the Trunk or Treat, 

welcoming 500 people from the community for some fall fun! Thank you 
again to all who made the day a success! 
  
Towards the end of the year, we had a really fun Advent Event with our 
church family, where we all got together and made Advent Wreaths, ate 
Christmas cookies, and even had a visit from St. Nicholas who taught us 
about who he is and the meaning of Christmas.  

Neighborhood Kids also had many moments of celebration throughout the 
year including the birth of Lianne Nordstrom and Zaneh Nvule. Six 
Neighborhood Kids said their first “yes” to Jesus; Caleb Escobar, Evelyn Ott, 
Annali Trinkl, Abby Bverkema, Josiah Banks & Savannah Banks! We rejoice & 
continue to pray for all of them! 
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NEIGHBORHOOD YOUTH 
(6th-12th Grade) 

A place where students can meet Jesus, begin to know Jesus, and be encouraged to share Jesus.

Every three years, the Christian & Missionary Alliance holds a week-long youth conference called LIFE. 
2022 was another LIFE Conference year and Neighborhood 
Youth began its fundraising in 2021. A total of ten students 
(Ruth Bennett, Amaris Gentz, Kat Sauder, Katie Slay, Gonna 
Trinkl, Ellie Wong, Landon Neely, Micah Poag, Trent Unger, and 
Gabe Wong) and four leaders (Tim and Linnea Allen, Bonnie 
Wissink, and Joel Sauder) attended the conference in Orlando. 
While some challenges presented itself during the trip, 
including quarantining in hotel rooms due to COVID, God still 
worked in the lives of our students! Thank you to everyone that 
prayed & gave to make this trip happen! 

The summer months included a special Youth Night for current 
youth students and upcoming 6th graders hosted by Karin 
Sauder, a pool party hosted by the Neely family, and a summer 
break in August from Tuesday gatherings. During this month 
off, the leaders took time to brainstorm, plan & pray for this 
next season of Neighborhood Youth. 

Neighborhood Youth kicked off the fall with the 
traditional Yuck Ball event! It was a fun night to again 
welcome our new 6th graders and two new leaders, 
Katie Winter & Eric Peacock! 

Our regular Tuesday night gatherings picked back up 
with family-style dinners, (thank you Bonnie Wissink, 
Cathy Boss & Jen Ashby for providing delicious food!) 
games & great conversation. Over this year, the youth 
have studied the Bible Project’s Shema prayer word 
study, dove deeper into what it means to meet Jesus, 
know Jesus and share Jesus, and explored what it 
means to hear from God along with many other 
studies from sources like RightNow Media. 

Thank you to all our youth leaders and we continue to pray God will use this ministry in the lives of our 
students to draw them closer to him!



 

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUPS 
Designed to help you make friends, experience transformation, and live on mission with others. 
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We started our year with our winter/spring semester of Neighborhood Groups which consisted of two 
in-person groups and four virtual groups with about 60 people participating in total! During the spring 
and summer months, we took a pause on gathering together in Neighborhood Groups but stayed 
engaged and connected with one another through the Derwood Farmers Market, Meet the Staff, and 
monthly social gatherings. The social gatherings were fun, casual, outdoor events for all ages and were 
a great place for friendships to deepen. A big thanks to the Mark and Melanie Neely, Richard and 
Donna Brown, and Evan and Pam Homan for coordinating these events! 

Our fall semester of Neighborhood Groups kicked off in September with all five groups unpacking our 
Sunday morning series, "Living Free." Also, this fall, Grace Ng started a craft group as an outreach to our 
community. Great connections and conversations have happened and continue to take place in this 
affinity group. 

Neighborhood Groups are also our primary way that we care for each other. This past winter semester, 
one of our winter groups led the way in helping one of their members get a good start in stable 
housing through collecting items and donations for a Move In Kit. 

It’s certainly has been a great year of making friends, inviting God’s transformation & living on mission 
together! Thank you to all of our group leaders and hosts!



 
CONNECTIONS TEAM 

Community 
We will be a community that is authentic, transparent, and creates space for real relationships.  

(Acts 2:42)
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In March, Neighborhood Church reopened our two Sunday Gatherings each week (9am & 10:30am) 
which required our welcome team to recalibrate to cover both worship services again. The county also 
lifted the mask mandate, which allowed for the team to offer coffee again. Through all these transitions, 
Jen Ashby led the team while praying for the right Welcome Team Leader. In the summer, we were 
excited to announce Rose Ojwiga filled this leadership role! 

Almost every Sunday, we have guests visit Neighborhood Church for the first time. And because of the 
Welcome Team, when these guests pull in, they are shown hospitality with welcome flags at the road, 
open doors, lights on, a hot cup of coffee, and most importantly someone there to warmly welcome 
them and answer their questions!
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LEADERSHIP
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STAFF 
The staff manages Neighborhood Church ministry teams.

The staff of Neighborhood Church continues to develop all of the ministries through prayer, vision 
casting, recruiting, adjusting, and trusting God to work.  

In March, the staff went on a weekend retreat. It 
was a great time to connect with one another and 
talk about both current and future ministry. Also, 
this spring, Mark Trinkl went on a sabbatical for 
two months. A big thank you to Jen Ashby for 
leading staff meetings & other staff-related 
responsibilities while Mark was away. In April, 
Karin Sauder began the Children's Ministry 
Leadership Certificate with the Christian & 
Missionary Alliance. 

The fall proved to be a great and full time of 
collaborating together for different events like the 
Trunk or Treat, Meet the Staff, and an Advent 
event! The goal of rebuilding ministry teams 
through healthier synergy across the teams was 
certainly implemented as part of making these fun 
gatherings happen! 

The biggest transition for the staff came when Jen 
Ashby announced that she had taken a position as 
Director of Church Health in the Metro District 
Office of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. For 
the last 16+ years, Jen has served faithfully at 
Neighborhood Church. Her impact and influence 
have been felt in so many ways, and although we 
are excited for this new opportunity, we greatly 
miss her. Jen Ashby’s last day at Neighborhood 
Church was December 4th, and her parting words 
to us was to “speak Jesus”! 

We believe God has positioned the staff to 
empower the people to build Neighborhood 
Church and are continuing to pray and trust God 
to bring in a great harvest in the new year.



 

The Neighborhood Church Board of Governance met quarterly throughout the year to discuss how we 
might better connect with the people, cultures, and communities in our area to see them transformed, 
empowered and launched on mission. They also discussed and monitored performance and leadership 
development, church finances, and our biblical mission and values.  

Halfway through the year, the BOG shared with the church body a projected shortfall of $50,000 by the 
end of the year for the General Fund. The congregation was asked to prayerfully consider how God 
might be asking to give above and beyond their already generous giving. 

Also this year, the BOG approved another season of the Derwood Farmers Market, as well as, three 
weeks off per year for Mark Trinkl to pursue a Doctorate at Fuller Theological Seminary over the next 
four years. 

In addition to being an elder, Jim Mullen was 
a long time board member. Before his 
passing, he had stepped down as Treasurer. 
His financial understanding, insight into other 
areas, smile and wit are greatly missed. Eric 
Bennett and Matt Sale have taken on the roles 
of Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer, and we 
are grateful for their time and dedication!

THE BOARD OF GOVERNANCE 
The Board of Governance (BOG) sets boundaries for the Pastor and meets quarterly.

The Elders continued to meet monthly to pray, shepherd and give spiritual oversight to Neighborhood 
Church this past year. Much of their time of prayer is focused on our local church body, as well as for 
greater gospel impact in our community and the world.  They also consistently prayed for people in our 
spheres of influence to say their first yes to Jesus.  

Once a month, the Elders also led Neighborhood Church in communion and a time of healing prayer 
during the Sunday Gatherings. This past year, especially, Neighborhood Church faced many different 
types of sickness, illness, and loss including the passing of Jim Mullen (who was an Elder). His love and 
care for people is greatly missed. We don’t mourn without hope and we continue to pray for Holly and 
the Mullen family.

ELDERS 
The Elders shepherd and give spiritual oversight to Neighborhood Church.  
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PEAK ASSESSMENT 
In October, Neighborhood Church began the PEAK (Prepare to Expect the Advance of the Kingdom) 
assessment to continue to look at how God is wanting us to become more effective for his kingdom 
purposes. This assessment evaluates nine essential elements found in the formation of the Acts church, 
that are vital to every church: spiritual leadership, personal growth, missions focus, loving community, 
worship gathering, vision alignment, Alliance partnership, financial stewardship, and effective 
organization. Thank you to everyone that participated in the PEAK survey this fall! The leadership 
continues will continue this assessment into the new year with the final coaching session in February. 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
In October, the BOG, elders, staff and their families headed to Summit Grove Camp for a weekend 
leadership retreat. It was a great time of refreshment and reviewing the PEAK assessment survey results. 
Thank you for all your prayers for the retreat and all who made the Sunday Gatherings happen that 
weekend while leadership was away!
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STATS & FINANCIAL
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MISSIONS FUND: $47,219.26 
RESERVED FUNDS: about $330,000

BUDGET GIVING

2022 GENERAL FUND


